
a way of salvation.  God’s infinite love for sinners is 
demonstrated in that Christ died for our sins.  The 
proof that God will never abandon the believer in 
Christ is the resurrection of Jesus from the dead.

Friend, will you trust Christ as your Savior?  
Or will you continue to reject Him and finally 
be abandoned to hell because of your refusal to 
be saved?  Trust Christ as your Savior—He will 
never abandon you!  “For He hath said, I will 
never leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5).

~ Dr. Gerald J. Johnson

The best I know how, I now repent of my sins and 
receive Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior.

Abandoned!

For a free Bible correspondence course, write:

FAITH MINISTRIES, Inc.
2 Buckskin Road • Greenville, SC 29607-5107
Email: thebiblespeaks@charter.net



n 1860 an Irishman named Robert Burke and 
an Englishman named William Wills led a party 

of pioneers to cross the rugged outback of Australia 
from Melbourne to the Gulf of Carpentaria.  This 
is some of the most desolate desert country in the 
world.  They started out with 23 horses, 25 camels, 
and 21 tons of equipment.  After traveling about 
halfway across the continent, they ran into all sorts 
of difficulties.  Finally, they decided that part of the 
exploration party should stay at a timber fort nearby 
called Cooper’s Creek while the rest of the party un-
der the leadership of Burke would press on to the 
gulf and then return to Cooper’s Creek.  The party 
at Cooper’s Creek was to wait with the provisions.

Six months later after great hardship, Burke’s 
party finally reached the Gulf of Carpentaria.  They 
were 1650 miles from Melbourne.  Now they had to 
return to the fort at Cooper’s Creek, and only four 
weeks of rations remained.  Burke’s party, dazed 
with exhaustion, kept pressing on.  The thought 
of reaching the timber fort at Cooper’s Creek kept 
their spirits alive.  One by one they killed and ate 
all but two of their camels.  Finally, after struggling 
through desert heat for 126 days, Burke’s party ar-
rived at the timber fort only to find it abandoned!  
By a cruel act of fate, the men at Cooper’s Creek 
left the fort nine hours earlier, thinking that Burke’s 
party had surely met death.  ABANDONED!  Both 
Burke and Wills perished in the desert.  The final 
words in Burke’s notebook were, “We have fulfilled 
our task, but we were abandoned . . . .”

This true narrative leads us to vital questions 
that we all must consider.  “Is it worthwhile to serve 
God?”  “Is there life after death?”  “Is there a res-
urrection of the dead, or is death the end of our 
existence?”  “In the end will we be abandoned?”

Jesus Christ gives us the clear answer:  “I am the 
resurrection, and the life:  he that believeth in Me, though 
he were dead, yet shall he live:  And whosoever liveth 
and believeth in Me shall never die” (John 11:25, 26).

On the cross Jesus cried out, “My God, My God, 
why hast Thou forsaken me?”  ABANDONED!  God 
set forth Jesus as a sacrifice of atonement for the 
sins of mankind when He died on the cross.  God 
temporarily abandoned Jesus Christ for the sake of 
our salvation.  The Scripture records Christ’s terrible 
cry of abandonment, “My God, My God, why hast 
thou forsaken me?”

But God did not abandon Christ to permanent 
destruction.  On the day of Pentecost, Peter pro-
claimed the Old Testament prophecy concerning 
Christ’s resurrection:  “For David speaketh concerning 
Him, . . . Thou wilt not leave My soul in hell, neither 
wilt Thou suffer Thine Holy One to see corruption. . . .  
He [David] seeing this before spake of the resurrection 
of Christ, that His soul was not left in hell, neither His 
flesh did see corruption.  This Jesus hath God raised up, 
whereof we are all witnesses” (Acts 2:25, 27, 31, 32).

Every sinner who does not repent will be 
abandoned in hell.  “The wicked shall be turned into 
hell” (Psalm 9:17).  But, thank God, He has provided 


